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marched forth. The vanguard consisted of three
companies of grenadiers, a battalion of fusiliers, and
three cannon. Seven or eight hundred men, bare-
armed, and hoarse with drink, followed, carrying
staves or pikes. Then came La Fayette, the servant
rather than the commander of his troops. An aide
galloped ahead to announce to the King the advance
of the National Guard; he reached Versailles at
about ten in the evening, and found the whole court
in alarm. The Queen alone was undaunted; during
the evening she had been receiving a number of peo-
ple and had talked with energy and dignity, giving
strength to others by her calm and courage.

Towards midnight the National Guard of Paris
reached the gates of Versailles. Before entering the
town, La Fayette stopped a moment and administered
to his troops the oath of loyalty to the nation, the
laws, and the King. Then he entered the Avenue
de Paris, in which was the hall where the National
Assembly met, and assured the President of the
pacific intentions of his troops. Then leaving the
Assembly, he betook himself to the palace, which
he entered with only two members of the municipal
government of Paris. The rooms were crowded; a
voice shouted, " There's Cromwell! "

" Sir," answered La Fayette, " Cromwell would not
have come alone."

The court was in doubt whether the man who
came in this way was a liberator or a tyrant, whether
he came to save or to overthrow the King. La Fay-